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OBITUARIES

Adrlan Damtrey

ADRIAN DAINTREY, who . [Fa At i 6 T
has died aged ‘87, was. an . |peiits 5 ) \
underrated English artist . S :
and engagingly eccentri
Bohemian figure. who pro- -
duced delightful cityscapes
in the Post-Impressionist
manner.

Much to his surprise and satis-
faction, late in he became
what he called” a- “flm star™
thanks to a bizarre televis
documentary about a polic
stalcc-out at the country hom
his friend Laura.-Duchess o
Marlbornugh
The police, tipped off about a
likely burglary at the Duchess’
house in Buckinghamshir,
arrived with a television crew-
tow which did ‘not prove to:th
hkmgofanolherhuusegues Si
Arthur Bryant.

were not treating
gents" (a3 lhey'refcrred

proper degree of respect;the’
i3t tonk an officer-aside-and:
fi in front of the camera; tha

Sir" Arthur happened to- be .
extremely" distinguished -h
rian and that he himself was
semi-well-known painter'.
The film included such hilari
ous moments 3as-the Duches
warning Daintrey that unless he
did up his Ay-buttons h would
he arres(ed for” indecen|
sure. "Surely that:is:
more minor offence.
asked the artenda

than such farcical’incidents sug
gested, possessing.a delicate
sense of place, an-affection fo
buildings and a deep love o
nature.
Daintrey was.an enthusnastlc. .
traveller; Paris, Bangkok®: Ista
bul. Singapore, Delhi and most
of Italy featured in his work. But-
London seemed his real subje

e eexperlenced few artists’*

Continual financial problems and could specify-
“never‘acquired the steady sup- T | . 1
ort of:a gallery until recently: “for him: in painters
his'last'shaw at the Sally'Hunter
Callery earlier this year was a He was coming back from
great success. school, $fanding on Earl's Court
On the outbreak of the 1939-45 Station platform and a cigarette
“he’joined-the ARP; then, in kiosk suddenly: e tu life as a

Daintrey.used the imctrop 1is ¥ 0.he switched ta the RASCas  pictorial ‘compos
as he liked to put: adriver

setting up hisiequipment.in the Ca for : A h|E:w;relyr::\z:ﬂ?;'c;xl::rr;:‘;r:f
St ZilsT::{tomand painting mending George | Orwell's' Down
the view ‘(sometime and Out in Paris ‘and- London to.
b i h d me wnthYthe“wcrds ‘You muft
. ne:stage he was surprise read it. You'll never enjoy sauté
5“:2:0'::,3?;;:’;::3:0 nds?g;ra; toi find himself appointed Garri- potatoes again.

view gm such: I:le iors:as the oo Engineer .of Sardinia. The Early in our acquaintance we
Travellers” Club, ‘thi legend »‘ly ineffectual Daintrey spent Easter at Le Havre, a holi-
at Covent Garden,and the:! Wmt:r day which opened-in some com-
Garden at the Ritz: g motion as Dhaint!-e?‘: r:xslalqn:he
tickets for the night boat. ey
I:::Iesd g;&‘:ge }x‘:h Beueman D .turned up later in his suitcase. |
g ¥ cf ¢ ﬂhe held l‘EElI:l‘ﬂf believe some rebate was recov-
of-hisiown work 3t ered-but fresh tickets put some

;g::\‘;:;g‘:tiﬁm o :Chelse : strain on our limited resources:

Daintrey was keen.to cross-the
bay to Honfleur,; painter's coun-
try. where ‘Bonington; Corot.
Courbet. Boudin, the Impres-
sionists,-had all. worked. He
wanted.’specially to visit: a .pub
called La Ferme;Saint:Simeon,

between- Tmuwlle and"the sea,:
* ‘where."some. of ‘these” painters:
used- ~ to- =Ffind - cheap
accommodation.” )

We found La Ferme Saint-Sim-
eon without too-much difficulty,
hause and: played decided to lunch-there: ['setf: now
to Coventry’ _ with- the-sophistication- of age
ing prize and a'placeat thé Slade ... th »D" ald:Maclean, "“e"' that the bnght.bye[[ow-jhur:gers
School of Art,.them. ruled’by th h ought to have-been a warning
formidable Heary. Tanks, i = Pt d We .were each handzd a menu
whom he sooncrossed: swords g T bound in leather.

His preferred teacher was We studied. .it _aghast.*You
son Steer who told; him:‘ Well nevér ought to ve;llgwet‘: me
you can’t do better than:the - to come :here;" sai aintcey.
Masters: we: alliknow: tha E‘a%y%f:::gol:se:?:fff We lunched’ as’ modestly as:we
Daintrey took’to’ copying paint- tle Venice: Although. often look: could; spending thelast couple.of
ings in the National Galléry. days in Le"Havre with extreme
(where he becameifriendly with' economy...[nthe: glossy: papers
Vanessa Bell an d-cigars’ one occasionally. sees -pictures
and continued thispracticesin ther & fn today of provincial Frgf\ch res-
Louvre when he' wenrm Pari ¢ taurants with many'stars, among

aintrey-described himself as ! B ? .
1924. i sable i .~y which Ld Ferme Saint-Simeon:is
an incurable-sentimentalist likelyto fgure. "

His modern heroes were - B i i .
Utrillo, Manet, Dérain and Ma. m};q;asx;.d:ar;;o’:l;;jgtr:ir:yon?saﬁ Daintrey's fnendshlp wnh
tisse. though-the latter, he was alwaysmluvewnhsomebod ‘Augustus. Johnd' had given him
always careful to'stress, h Erap ed to take the vicis, SOMe of _]Oh‘r} 5. .uruff manner
attampted to-imitate; ‘tudes Dof his life cheerfully which di;l riot mdu:a{e an enemy
dent he became a:drinking part mainly because he was fund; of conviviality: Daintrey also
ner of Augustus John havmg ty“ v > o bout hi shared: John's’ wholehearted
boldly approached him' in the  Mentally _ery serious about his admiration for the opposite sex.
)lreel and asked:if he-could vxsn 2 f many of .whomishowed their
s studio. Der‘;'"“eye:;?:oﬂg‘: d‘;‘;";"": appreciation in the most practi-

John invited*him. round and cal manner.
ou are on mbeite ot 5 Like s fellow: Carthusian,

rhythmlc {drawings,” full of life 'E:;‘;:—‘:;agnsdecdnlk??sﬂd:/zwi‘:\ortnr?e‘

gnda;u € hs;_rvauofns :r"edfuwl':h Charterhouse where to the end
a;gearv gatcl es g [ A sg he was visited by-many charming
ed “colour - describing young women.

[ have lost an old'friend, and [
do not -doubtthat Ddintrey’s
passing will’ brmga tear to the
eye of more than-one:lady- of
quality and*-black— bus
conductress.

rtumty to’ paint in
c locatlons as Iran,”

eminiscences, |
63)..  moved ,with

in the 1930s

hullying, pers

now,
like.”” John often:steéred him: to

“some charming"

cratic patrons most of. whom. he
cetained throughout his: working
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